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            5Ws+H Non-Fiction Summary Template 

What happened? 
Think about events. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who was involved? 
Think about people,  
groups, and organizations. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

When did it happen? 
It could be a specific 
date/time or a general one. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where did it happen? 
It could be a specific city, 
building, or general 
location. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why did it happen?  
Think about causes. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did it happen?  
Think about the way the 
events took place. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Select	the	4	or	5	most	important	facts	from	above	to	include	in	your	paragraph	summary	below.		
Summary	-	Draft	(After	writing	your	initial	sentences,	revise	them	for	punctuation,	grammar,	and	spelling.		
Also,	add	adjectives	and	adverbs.	
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

Summary	-	Good	Copy	 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________ 


